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 More test failures likely to show up in D&A Clearinghouse. Credit: Shutterstock

In addition to preparing for a jump in costs for drug testing their drivers,

carriers should also be ensuring that their drug-testing policies and

procedures have been updated to reflect the doubling of random drug testing

rates, according to compliance consultant J.J. Keller.

The random drug-test increase from 25% to 50% of the average number of a

carrier’s drivers was made public by the Federal Motor Carrier Safety
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Administration (FMCSA) on Dec. 26. The agency estimated doubling the rate

would cost the trucking industry an additional $50 million to $70 million for

calendar year 2020.

“The cost to double the rate of testing is the most obvious implication for

companies,” J.J. Keller Transport Safety Editor Kathy Close told FreightWaves.

“But carriers also need to make sure their third-party administrator — if they’re

using one — is testing at the appropriate rate because it is the carrier that is

responsible for the actions of their service provider.” She added that carriers

could be exposed to penalties if compliance is not up to date. “It’s important

that they’re checking in with whoever is managing their drug and alcohol

program to make sure they’re made aware of the change.”

Close also advised carriers to make sure that if they cite the testing rate in

drug and alcohol policy or driver training manuals, that these materials be

updated as well. “Carriers should be communicating the most recent testing

rate, or it may appear [to auditors] that the company doesn’t have safety

management controls in place. Training is a big item looked at during audits.”

The FMCSA is required by statute to increase the random drug-testing rate to

50% if the estimated drug-usage rate within the industry — based on random

test sampling — equals or exceeds 1%. Data collected in 2018 estimated that

rate at 1%, which triggered the increase in random testing for 2020. (FMCSA

estimated the drug usage rates in 2016 and 2017 to be 0.7% and 0.8%,

respectively.)

While the agency did not provide a reason for the increase in drug use, Close

said it’s reasonable to deduce that the addition by the U.S. Department of

Transportation of four semisynthetic opioids — oxycodone, oxymorphone,

hydrocodone and hydromorphone — to its federal drug-testing program in

2018 could be a major factor.

https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjssQWT_edYuz43qbQTz5FT56KtAhqVZWbRioDsDqUtUIeKYnCPmtwJbLcScJ5LAeXjNnF-4K5JaNWyi5Qwa2nexu0VxXj6veyQeSUQxpqpX9-jGdbsU1sMMENLrY88Yozn9Q4h3ydujnYHU6VcZ6dtrpnlLTnd8FZj2-n9diFmIXbnnoLPFjXlAIXPYud64KAgF9uxb9hpqeBPxNKApeWSZyCA63DzRPBQDteZkopDmK3l8cOao-T2t_YczHmD_Nj3DYgjk4HRn0ssNHU1UnQ18MqBb44RsWd4QQKtnV&sig=Cg0ArKJSzD_nkapzMox9&adurl=https://www.freightwaves.com/freightwaves-news-app%3Futm_source%3DFW%26utm_medium%3DFWBanner&nx=CLICK_X&ny=CLICK_Y


1/3/2020 Carriers advised to update drug-test practices after rule change - FreightWaves

https://www.freightwaves.com/news/carriers-advised-to-update-drug-test-practices-after-rule-change 3/3

 Tags Drug & Alcohol Clearinghouse Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration

medical marijuana medical review officers Opioids Random drug testing

recreational marijuana

Another could be the increase in states legalizing the medical or recreational

use of marijuana. A survey released in September by Quest Diagnostics, which

analyzes drug-testing results, found that tests showing up positive for

marijuana in the transportation and warehousing industries increased 53.3%

between 2015 and 2018, among the highest of the different industry sectors.

The increase in drug use and random testing rates should theoretically be

reflected in activity within the FMCSA’s Drug & Alcohol Clearinghouse, Close

noted. Starting Jan. 6, all positive test results will be required to be uploaded

into the system.

“Carrier testing at double the rate could result in more tests being reported if

more positives are discovered, which means employers should ensure that

MROs [medical review officers] know when they need to report violations to

the clearinghouse,” she said.
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