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House Democrats approve ‘federal
AB5’ legislation (with video)
John Gallagher, Washington Correspondent  •  Thursday, February 6, 2020  4
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The U.S. House of Representatives passed a bill on Thursday that effectively

would nationalize the provisions within California’s AB5 law, which severely

constricts the ability of companies to hire independent contractors.
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The Protecting the Right to Organize (PRO) Act, introduced in Congress last

year, expands the definition of “employee” and “employer” to discourage the

classification of workers as independent contractors, with language that

mirrors the three-pronged “ABC” test in AB5 to determine independent

contractor status. An amendment attached to the bill clarifies that its ABC

test “does not preempt any state laws governing the wages, work hours,

workers’ compensation, or unemployment insurance of employees.”

The legislation was approved along party lines in the Democrat-controlled

House. The bill has a much more difficult road in the Republican-majority U.S.

Senate, however, where it is not expected to pass. “It’s a messaging bill that

has no chance of passing” in the Senate, said Rep. Rodney Davis, R-Ill., in

opposing the bill on the House floor.

On Jan. 1, a federal judge handed down a temporary restraining order blocking

implementation of California’s AB5 against motor carriers. That order was

subsequently extended two weeks later at the request of the California

Trucking Association (CTA).

The CTA had argued that the Federal Aviation Administration Authorization

Act of 1994, known as the F4A act, had made California’s imposition of AB5

against the trucking sector an act that illegally substituted the state’s authority

for federal authority.

Larry Willis, president of the Transportation Trades Department of the AFL-

CIO, testified last year that the PRO Act would open the door to union

representation, which the International Brotherhood of Teamsters has been

attempting to do for years within the port truck drayage sector. “We know

union workers across the board do better on wages, benefits and working

conditions than their nonunion counterparts, and we think that’s an important

path forward for [ride-sharing company] drivers,” Willis said.
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In addition to revising the National Labor Relations Act to prevent employers

from classifying employees as exempt from labor law protections, the PRO

Act also:

Expands unfair labor practices to include prohibitions against

replacement of or discrimination against workers who participate in

strikes

Makes it an unfair labor practice to require or coerce employees to

attend employer meetings designed to discourage union membership

Permits workers to participate in collective or class action litigation

Allows injunctions against employers engaging in unfair labor practices

involving discharge or serious economic harm to an employee

Expands penalties for labor law violations, including interference with the

National Labor Relations Board or causing serious economic harm to an

employee

Allows any person to bring a civil action for harm caused by labor law

violations or unfair labor practices.
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Noble1 suggests SMART truck drivers should UNITE &

collectively cut out the middlemen from picking truck driver

pockets ! IMHO
Friday, February 7, 2020 at 4:56 am

Quote:

“The U.S. House of Representatives passed a bill on Thursday that effectively nationalizes
the provisions within California’s AB5 law which severely constricts the ability of companies
to hire independent contractors.”

The “Protecting the Right to Organize (PRO) Act,” introduced in Congress last year, expands
the definition of “employee” and “employer” to discourage the classification of workers as
independent contractors, with language that mirrors the three-pronged “ABC” test in AB5 to
determine independent contractor status.

An amendment attached to the bill clarifies that its ABC test “does not preempt any state
laws governing the wages, work hours, workers’ compensation, or unemployment insurance
of employees.”

YEEEEEEEEEE HAAAAAAAA !!!!

(D)rivers
(E)volving
(M)ovement
(O)ffering
(C)reative
(R)ational)
(A)lternatives
(T)ogether

TRUCK DRIVERS MUST UNITE & CREATE AN ALLIANCE !

IMHO !

Sam
Friday, February 7, 2020 at 12:19 pm

How about HUA instead?
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Noble1 suggests SMART truck drivers should UNITE &

collectively cut out the middlemen from picking truck driver

pockets ! IMHO
Friday, February 7, 2020 at 5:02 am

QUOTE :

Classes approved in lawsuit against John Christner Trucking
February 6, 2020

A federal judge in Oklahoma approved separate class certifications for more than 3,000 truck
drivers in a misclassification lawsuit against John Christner Trucking.

Judge Gregory Frizzell of the U.S. District Court for the Northern District of Oklahoma granted
the motion for class certification on Jan. 30 for truck drivers who worked in California, as
well for an Oklahoma consumer protection class.

Allegations
Originally filed in 2017, the lawsuit claims that plaintiff Thomas Huddleston and other
truckers were employees and should have been paid as such. The original complaint alleged
that truck drivers for the Sapulpa, Okla.-based company often worked 70-100 hours per week
while being paid less than $500. The lawsuit also claimed that it wasn’t uncommon for
drivers to receive negative paychecks.

According to court documents, John Christner Trucking is a for-hire motor carrier that
provides trucking services nationwide and relies, in part, on drivers who operate trucks
leased from its company, Three Diamond Leasing.

Huddleston claims the trucking company misclassifies him and other leasing drivers as
independent contractors rather than employees, thus violating a variety of state and federal
labor laws.

Classes
The classes consist of more than 3,000 truck drivers in the California Work Class and the
Oklahoma class. The Oklahoma class, specifically, claimed that the trucking company’s
marketing practices violated the Oklahoma Consumer Protection Act and the Oklahoma
Business Opportunity Sales Act.

John Christner Trucking asked the court to deny certification “because Huddleston has
failed to demonstrate that California’s wage and hour laws apply to him or any other putative
class member.”

The trucking company also contended that the state labor laws in Oklahoma, not California,
govern the alleged employment relationship between Huddleston and John Christner
Trucking.

The court granted class certification for:
All current and former individuals, to the extent they performed transportation services for
John Christner Trucking within California, who entered into an independent contractor
operator agreement with JCT, entered into a lease agreement with either JCT or Three
Diamond Leasing, and were classified as independent contractors.
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All current and former individuals who provide transportation services for John Christner
Trucking within the United States, who entered into an independent contractor operator
agreement with JCT and entered into a lease agreement with either JCT or Three Diamond
Leasing.

The court denied motions for certification to a “California resident class” and the portion of
the Oklahoma class related to the Oklahoma Business Opportunity Sales Act claims.

Jon
Friday, February 7, 2020 at 11:55 am

Democrats trying to take our freedoms away
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